
Kingdom Identity #2 
 

I. Overview of Spiritual Gifts  
 

1. There are six “lists” of spiritual gifts in the New Testament (1 Cor. 12:8-10; 1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 
4:11; Rom. 12:6-8; 1 Cor. 7:7; 1 Pet. 4:10-11).  

a. These lists are not complete and should not be understood as the only empowerments that 
the Spirit gives. 

b. No two people’s gifts are exactly the same. People express spiritual gifts in different ways. 
c. The Bible lists twenty-two spiritual gifts (apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastor-teachers, 

teachers, miracles, kinds of healings, helps, administration, tongues, interpretation of tongues, 
words of wisdom, words of knowledge, faith, discerning between spirits, encouraging, 
contributing, leadership, mercy, marriage, celibacy).  

   
2. Spiritual gifts are any ability that is empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

a. This includes gifts that are natural (e.g., teaching, expressing mercy, administration). 
b. as well as gifts that are supernatural (e.g., gifts of healings, miracles, prophecy).  

 
3. Spiritual gifts are given according to the sovereign will of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 12:11). 

a. This does not mean that we can’t ask for spiritual gifts (cf. 1 Cor. 12:31). 
b. Since Paul indicates that certain gifts are more helpful, he encourages us to seek after certain 

gifts, especially prophecy (e.g, prophecy in 1 Cor. 14:1, 39). 
 

4. Every follower of Jesus has been given spiritual gifts; this includes you! 
a. God generously gifts every Christian in order to serve (1 Pet. 4:10). 
b. Everyone has unique gifts in order to serve (1 Pet. 4:10-12; 1 Cor. 12).  

 
5. Gifts may vary in strength and effectiveness. 

a. Spiritual gifts can be developed and we can grow in them (e.g., teaching, preaching, 
administration).  

b. The Apostle Paul, for example, states that when people prophecy, they should “ speak out with 
as much faith as God has given you” (Rom. 12:6), indicating that people can grow in their ability.  

c. People can actually neglect their spiritual gifts (1 Tim. 4:14) or refrain from using them for long 
periods of time (2 Tim. 1:6), which is why some have suggested “use it or lose it.”  

 
II. Toward Understanding “Controversial” Gifts. 

 
1. Prophecy is communication where people share something that God has spontaneously brought to 

their mind.  
a. It is not preaching, teaching, or something we make up on our own.  
b. Prophecy must be “strengthen, encourage, and comfort” (1 Cor. 14:3). 
c. Prophecy is a horizontal revelation -- God empowers us so we can speak to others. 

 
2. Tongues is communication between people and God, empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

 
 



a. Paul writes that the gift of tongues is where someone “prays” (1 Cor. 14:14), “sings,” (1 Cor. 
14:15), or “giving thanks” (1 Cor. 14:16) by the power of the Spirit.  

b. Tongues is not supposed to be a divisive topic or gift; rather, it is a gift empowered by the Holy 
Spirit and should therefore lead to good fruit (cf. Matt. 7:15-20). 

c. Tongues is a vertical revelation -- God empowers us so we can communicate with God (cf. 
Rom. 8:26-27). 
 

3. Gifts of Healings are manifestations of the Holy Spirit where people receive healing and restoration 
toward physical illnesses or disabilities, emotional trauma, mental illnesses, etc.  

a. Clarification: people with physical illnesses, disabilities, emotional trauma, and mental illnesses 
are just as human as those without and equally created in the Image of God (e.g., the way 
people with disabilities and emotional/mental illnesses have been treated by some Christians 
has been tragically hurtful).  

b. Healing functions as both a confirmation for the gospel and kingdom as well as a means of 
giving comfort and mercy to people.  

c. The New Testament indicates that the normative ways in which people offered and received 
prayer for healing included the “laying on of hands” (Matt. 8:3; Mark 1:41; 6:5; 8:23–25; Luke 
4:40; 5:13; 13:13) and sometimes the use of anointing oil (James 5:14-15). 

d. The nature of the Kingdom being “already” and “not yet” is what grounds our prayers of faith and 
understanding of why there are times when healing doesn’t occur, though we should always 
keep praying!  

e. Nowhere does the Bible suggest that people shouldn’t use medicine.  
 

4. Discerning of spirits is where people are empowered by the Spirit to know when demonic forces are 
at work or when people are under demonic oppression or, on contrast, when the Holy Spirit is at work. 

a. This is closely related to spiritual warfare (click the link below for a teaching by Wimber).  
 

III. Table Discussion Questions. 
 
● What are the spiritual gifts that you believe you have or the spiritual gifts test revealed?  

 
● Have you ever experienced the gift of prophecy, either giving or receiving? What was it like? 

 
● What keeps you from serving and using your spiritual gifts? How can you overcome these obstacles?  

 
● What spiritual gifts would you like to either learn more about or receive and what are you going to do in 

order to learn or receive?  
 

● What is one thing that you need Jesus to do in your life?  
 

IV. Next Week’s Homework: 
 
● Go to http://www.redbluffvineyard.church/kingdom-identity/ and take the Enneagram test and bring your 

results next week (cost is $12). 

 
 

http://www.redbluffvineyard.church/kingdom-identity/

